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DERIVATION-SEMANTIC FEATURES OF THE FAMILY OF
WORDS WITH THE VERTEX KITAJ

Abstract: The article is concerned with
the study of word-formation and
semantic features of Russian derivatives
that make up the family of words with
the vertex Kumaii (Kitaj). With the
intensification of cooperation and the
expansion of intercultural contacts
between China and Russia, the concept
Kumaii (Kitaj) continues to be actively
developed in modern Russian, enriched
with new meanings and new forms of
expression of these meanings via
derivation. Against this background, the
formation of a scientific image of the
family of words with Kumau (Kitaj)
seems necessary and relevant, primarily
from the standpoint of the derivational-
semantic approach. The present paper
considers more than 50 words that are
included in the family of words with
Kumaii (Kitaj), which are lexicalized in

the Russian word-formation dictionary

Siqi Li!
Vera A. Kosova®

Lanyi Li®

by A.N. Tikhonov (28 units) and Internet
resources (23 units). The article analyzes
the word-formation structure of these
words, reveals their semantic features,
considers derivational relations between
the units of the family, determines a set
of word-formation categories that are
realized in this family. It is concluded
that a large volume of the family of
words with the top word Kumau and the
complexity of its formal and semantic
structure indicate the importance for the
native speakers of the Russian language
of the concept designated by the original
word of the family.

Keywords: borrowing, derivation,
derivative word, derivational potential,

derivational meaning.
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Linguistic phenomena that have
long been the subject of consideration in
the traditional branches of ‘“layered”
linguistics — lexicology, derivation,
morphology, syntax — are now being
interpreted from the standpoint of
functional and communicative-activity
approaches. Among many intensively
and rapidly developing areas of modern
linguistic  research, derivation is
distinguished by the fact that, due to its
dynamic and classifying nature, it is able
to adequately and accurately reflect close
correlation between language and
thinking. In addition, “it is the word-
formation mechanism that primarily
provides the language with an infinite
variety of words that corresponds with
all the needs of communication”
(Zemskaya, 1992).

In  linguistics, derivational
processes have repeatedly come into
focus of Russian and foreign scholars,
including E.A. Zemskaya, G.A.
Nikolayev, Mattiello Elisa, Pius ten
Hacken, Claire Thomas and others
(Zemskaya, 1992; Nikolayev, 2009;
Mattiello, 2017; Ten Hacken & Thomas,
2013). In the 21st century within the

framework of the anthropocentric

paradigm prevailing in science, the focus
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and attention of researchers has shifted to

the field of functional-semantic and
cognitive derivatology (Makleeva et al.,
2018; Volskaya et al., 2018; Matveeva et
al., 2018; Alyokhina et al., 2016;
Lukankina et al., 2018; Yakusheva,
2016).

The object of our work is the
word Kumaiti (Kitaj) and all its related
words, which form the family of words
in modern Russian (hereinafter - FW).
The subject of research is the formal
derivational and semantic features of
these units.

The relevance of this study is
determined by the intensification of
economic, political and socio-cultural
ties between Russia and China, as a
result of which the volume of business
and  interpersonal =~ communication
between Russians and Chinese increases.
In this regard, it is important to
understand what non-linguistic content
the Russian speakers associate with the
name of the country, and both subject-
conceptual and value, axiological
meanings are reflected in the semantics
of words with this root.

The purpose of this study is to
identify the linguistic (derivational,

formal-structural, semantic) features of
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the word Kumaii and its derivatives in
modern Russian. The corresponding
research problems are solved in our
work, based on the material of
lexicographic data of the Word-
Formation Dictionary of the Russian
Language by A.N. Tikhonov, as well as
the texts extracted from the National
Corpus of the Russian Language and
other electronic sources (Tikhonov,

2008).

Methods

The research methodology is
based on a functional approach to
linguistic units having been prevalent in
linguistics of the late 20th-21st centuries,
the essence of which is their
understanding and systematization via
combining

semasiological  analysis

(from form to meaning) with
onomasiological analysis (from
meaning, word content to their function).
The first type of analysis is used at the
initial stage of the derivative research,
and the second — with their subsequent
generalizing understanding in the
categorical-semantic aspect. In addition
to the linguistic methods proper,
quantitative method is also used in the

work.
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Results And Discussion

In modern Russian studies,
family of words is called the “totality of
single-root words connected by direct
and indirect relations of
derivation(Nikolayev, 2009). In the
formation and organization of these
complex units of the linguistic system,
the associative links play a decisive role
that reflect objective relations between
objects and phenomena of reality, on the
one hand, and the attitude of native
speakers of this language, on the other
hand. In modern Russian, the word
Kumaii is constantly enriched with new
connotative meanings and new forms of
expression of these meanings via
derivation, which leads, accordingly, to
the extension of the family of words. So,
Word-Formation Dictionary of the
Russian Language by A.N. Tikhonov
lexicalizes 28 units of the word family
with the top Kumaii, namely: Kumaii,
Kumaey,  KUMAAHKA,  KUMAUYOHOK,
kumatickui, xumatika 1 (apple tree),

benvghrep-kumaiika, KaHOUIb-KUMAlKa,

kumatika Il (fabric), xumauyameolii,

Kumaeunwlil, NoO-KUmMaicKu,
OpesHeKumaticKuil, Kumaucmuxa,
Kumaucm, KUMACcKo-amepuKanCcKul,
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KUMAaucKo-co8emcKull, Kumaticko-

ANOHCKUL, aAMepUKaHO-KUMAauCKut,
AH2NO-KUMAUCKUL, BCeKUMAaUCKuil,
UHOOKUMAUCKUL,  PYCCKO-KUMAUCKUL,
COBEMCKO-KUMALCKULL, SANOHCKO-
ANOHO-KUMAUCKULL,

Modern

KUmMaucxKu,

KumaegeoeHue,  Kumaesgeo.
Internet resources has revealed another
23 derivatives: KHP, xumasHouka,

KUMAaucmKa, Kumauwuna, Kumaésa,

KumaesHbiil, KUmausupoeams,
Kumauzayus, CeBepHO-KUMAUCKUL
(orthographic variation
Ce8epoKUmMAanicKuil), 80CMOYHO-
KUMauckui, FOHCHO-KUMALICKUL,
3aNAOHO-KUMALCKULL, Hunooxumati,
POCCUTICKO-KUMAUCKUL, Kumacko-

PpOCCUticCKUl, KUMAaiCcKo-pyCccKutl,

KUMACKO-ppanyy3cKui, KUmaticko-
B8bEMHAMCKUL, KUMANUCKO-MUOemcKutl,
KUMAUCKO-UHOUNCKUL, Kumaticko-
benopycckutl, Kumauccugukamop,
kumaticcugurxayus (Tikhonov, 2008).
Let us analyze the patterns and
means of building of these derivative
words, relying on their morphemic
structure, lexical meaning and the nature
of the system-derivational relations

between them. We describe the methods

4 Explanation of the meanings of derivational
means are taken from Russian Grammar (1980)
and Explanatory Dictionary of Word-Formation
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and means of formation of derivative

lexemes — the components of the family.

1. Suffixal word formation by
means of which 20 derivatives are
formed:

1.1 the nouns with the following
suffixes (14 units): ey’ (with the
meaning ‘a person named according to
belonging to the country, territory where
he lives or where it comes from’):
kumaey; -ank(a) (with the meaning
‘person by country’s affiliation’):
Kumasuka; -4onok (with the meaning ‘a
person characterized by childness, lack
of maturity’): kumaiiuonox; -ucm (with
the meaning ‘a person characterized by
the quality, views or occupation, which
are called by motivating words’):
kumaucm; -k(a) (with the meaning
‘female’, the motivated word is
masculine  noun): kumaucmka;, -
ucmux(a) (with the meaning ‘scientific
trend, a set of phenomena that are called
by a motivating word’): kumaucmuxa; -
ayu(a) (two derivatives with the
meaning ‘processuality or the result of an
action called by a motivating word’):
Kumauzayus, Kumaiccugurayus; -

amop (with the meaning ‘the name of

Units of the Russian Language by T. F.
Yefremova.
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mechanisms or devices, aids for
performing an action called by a
motivating word’): kumauccugpuxkamop;
-k(a) (with the meaning ‘an object
characterized by a feature called by a
motivating word’): xumatika I (apple
tree), kumauxa Il (fabric), the words of
this type are semantically motivated by
phrases with a motivating adjective as an
attribute: KUmanckas a0a0H3,
xumatickass mkauv;, -ouk(a): (with a
diminutive meaning, usually
accompanied by an expression of
affection): xumasanouxa; wun(a) (with
the meaning ‘an everyday or social
phenomenon, an ideological or political
trend characterized by a sign called by a
motivating word, usually with a tinge of
disapproval’): kumatiwuna; -03(a) (in
jargon, a derivative with this suffix
expresses the meaning ‘a person by
belonging to a country called by a
derivational word’, accompanied by a
connotation of neglect): kumaésa
(Russian Grammar, 1980; Explanatory
Dictionary of Word-Formation Units of
the Russian Language: Approximately
1990 Word-Formation Units, 2005).

1.2 adjectives (5 units): two

derivatives with the suffix -cx(uit),

motivated by the names of states or
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regions and the names of their

inhabitants, with the meaning ‘referring
to or characteristic of what is called the
motivating unit’: Kumauckuii,
unooxumatickuti. Analogous semantics
is possessed by two derivatives with the
suffix -m(we11) presented in our material
compare: kumaeynsii (from xumatixa I1
— fabric); xkumaésuvui (from jargon
kumaéza). A more specific meaning is
characteristic ~ of  the  adjective
xumatiyuamoiti with the suffix -uam(wtii),
motivating word xumatixa Il — fabric:
‘made from what is called by this word’,
compare: Bnepeou cmosn komenoaum,
cmapuk 000pblll U BbICOKO20 POCMY, 8
Koanake u 6 Kumanuamom xaiame. (A.
S. Pushkin. The Captain’s Daughter
(1836)) (National Corpus of the Russian
Language).

It is worth noting that the
derivative unookumaticxuii, presented in
the dictionary of word families by
A.N. Tikhonov in the paradigm of the
adjective xumaiickuti along with the
derivative of the type pyccko-
xumatickui (Tikhonov, 2008), is formed,
in our opinion, according to another
pattern: it is a relative adjective to the
word Unooxuman, which is confirmed

by lexicographic data, compare:
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“unooxkumauickuni — from Huooxumair” KUMaticKko-co6emcKull, KUmacko-

(Tikhonov, 2008);

1.3 a verb with the suffix -
uzupoea(ms), motivated by the top word
of the family Kumau, with the
derivational meaning ‘endow smth with
the signs of what is called a motivating
noun’:  kumauszuposams.  Compare:
Beunosenénoe opeso
Kumausupoeannozo  mapkcusma [/
(Expert, 2014) (National Corpus of the
Russian Language).

2. The method of addition (26
derivatives) is represented in our
material by the following varieties:

2.1 addition with a supporting
component equal to an independent
word, in combination with interfixation;
complex adjectives are formed in this
way (23 units):

A) with a fixed preceding
(6cexumatickuti,

component

Ope6HeKUMAUCKULl, Ce6ePHO-KUMAUCKUL

(orthographic variation
Ce8epoKUmMAancKuil), 80CMOYHO-
KUMaucxKui, FOIUCHO-KUMAUCKULL,

3aNAOHO-KUMAICKULL),

B) with two coordinate linking
stems that are semantically
interconnected by coordinative

relationship: xumaiicko-amepukanckuii,

ANOHCKUU, amMepuKaHo-KUMaucKu,
AH2NO-KUMAUCKUU, PYCCKO-KUMAUCKUL,
COBEMCKO-KUMAUCKULL, ANOHCKO-
Kumavickuu, ANOHO-KUMAUCKUL,
POCCULICKO-KUMAUICKU, Kumaticko-
POCCUticKutl, KUmMaticKo-pyccKutl,
KUMAUCKO-Panyy3ckutl, — KUmMaicko-
8bEMHAMCKUL, KUMAUCKO-MubemcKuil,
KUMANUCKO-UHOUNCKUL, Kumacko-
oenopycckui. The first nine composites
are presented in the word-formation
dictionary by A.N. Tikhonov, other
derivatives of this type are fixed in
Internet resources, however, due to the
high productivity of this pattern, this list
cannot be considered exhaustive
(Tikhonov, 2008). In the same way, a
compound noun with a coordinating link
between the components Huooxumail,
created on the basis of the words Anous
and Kumau by means of the interfix -o-
is formed;

2.2 addition with a fixed
supporting component (in subordination
according to the meaning of the
preceding component to the supporting
component); In this way, two nouns by
means of the interfix are derived: with
the component -gedenue (word-

formation meaning ‘scientific discipline,
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designated in the first part of the word’):
Kumaesedenue; with the component -6eo
(word-formation meaning ‘a person
whose professional occupation is
connected with a certain branch of
knowledge’): kumaeseo.

3. cluster (three derivatives),
implemented in the paradigm of the word
Kumaii in two ways:

3.1 morphemeless cluster of the
original nouns into one word (two units):
benvhrep-kumaika u KaHOUIb-KUMAaKa
(Ha3BaHMS COPTOB S0JIOK);

3.2 abbreviation, i.e., the way of
adding the initial letters of words (one
unit): on the basis of the official name of
Kumaiickas Hapoonas Pecnybauka, the
letter abbreviation KHP is formed.

4. Confixal method: this way
and the formant no-...-u is used to form
the adverb no-xumaiicku, denoting the
feature of object or action, called by the
motivating adjective xumatckuu. It is
important to note that this word also
developed direct motivational relations
with the lexeme Kumai, compare
300posamuvcs no-kumaticku (to greet in
Chinese manner); ymka no-kumaticKu
(typical of China) (Yefremova, 2000).

Thus, the Kitaj-based

derivational paradigm has a complex
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organization. According to the results of

our analysis, the word Kumau directly
motivates ten derivatives (xumaey,
KUMaucmuxa, Kumaucm, KumaeseoeHue,
Kumaegeo, Hnooxumai, Kumatiwuna,
Kumavickuu, KUmauzuposams),
constituting a specific word-formation
paradigm of the vertex word. In addition,
other stem-based derivational paradigms
that reflect the results of derivations of
the second, third and fourth degree, and
the corresponding derivational chains,
such as Kumaii — kumatickutl — Kumatka
Il (mxanw) - kKumatuamsil/Kumaeynsiil

fall into the Kitaj-based derivational

paradigm.

Summary

Considering the results of the
study, we made changes to the stem-
based derivational paradigm with the
vertex Kumai. The number of
components comprehended into the
paradigm, according to our reckoning, is
51 units. This is explained, first of all, by
extralinguistic factors: a change in the
socio-political situation, mainly of a
globalization = nature  (poccuiicko-
KUMaticKui, KUMaticKO-poCCUtiCcKutl,

KUmauzuposams, etc.), and

technological innovations of recent
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decades (kumauccugpurxayus,
Kumauccuguxamop).

The conducted derivational-
semantic analysis suggests that the
following word-formation categories of
the Russian language are found in the
family of Kumau (Kitaj): word-
formation categories of the person
(representative of an ethnic group:
kumaey (Chinese) and a specialist in a
certain field of knowledge: xumaeseo,
kumaucm); word-formation category
relating to the feminine (xumasnka,
kumaucmxa); word-formation category
of childness (xumaiivonox), word-
formation category relating to the field of
expertise designated according to the
object (kumaucmuxa, kKumaeseoeHue);

ford-formation category of subjective

evaluation (kumasnouxa); word-
formation  category  of  stylistic
modification (kumaésa); word-

formation category of abstract feature
(kumatiyuna); word-formation category
of the subject having a feature (xumatixa
I (apple tree), xumauixa II (fabric));
word-formation category of an abstract
processual feature (kumauccugpurayus,
kumauzayus); word-formation category
of an instrument (xumauccuguxamop);

word-formation category of the feature
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in relation to something (kumaticxuii,

Kumauyamolil, KUMaeuHbwll,
kumae3nwiit); word-formation category
of a complex feature
(OpesHexumaiickuti, pyccko-KumaucKul,
etc.); word-formation category of the
action in relation to something
(kumauzupoeamy); word-formation
category of adjective-based feature (no-

KUMAUCKU).

Conclusions

The derivational paradigm of
the word Kumaii is a voluminous family
of words of flabellate type (according to
the classification of A.N. Tikhonov). In
its composition, according to fresher
data, at present it includes more than 50
lexical units belonging to the four main
parts of speech. Among them are 21
nouns (Kumaii, kumaey, KumasHka,
KUmasanouxka, Kumanuyonox, xumavka I
(apple tree), wumauxa Il (fabric),

Kumaucmuka, Kumaucmi, Kumaucmka,

Kumaeseo, etc.), 27 adjectives
(kumaticxutl, Kumauyamolil,
Kumaeunwlii, Ope6HeKUMaucKul,

KUMAatCKoO-aMepuKaucKull, KUmaesHbil,
etc.), 1 verb (kumausuposams) and 1
adverb  (no-xumaiticxu). Given the

productivity of the pattern for the
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formation of complex adjectives
motivated by the names of states and
regions, it can be argued that the
boundaries of the studied stem-based
derivational paradigms remain open,
since the number of complex adjectives
that are formed against the backdrop of
globalization as nominative necessity is
impossible to pinpoint.

An important part of the
functioning of a word in a language is its
participation in the word-building
process, i.e. in the derivation of new
words. The most derivational potential of
a word is realized within the framework
of a family of words. The family of
words with vertex Kumaii includes not
only simple but also complex units:
several derivational paradigms and
derivational chains. This allows for the
conclusion about the breadth of the
derivational potential of the word Kumati
(Kitaj) in the Russian language and about
the complexity of the associative-
motivational relations between lexemes
with this stem. The large quantitative
composition of the family of words, the
complexity of its formal and semantic
structure indicates the importance for the
native speakers of the Russian language

of the concept Kumaii, designated by the

344
source word of the stem-based
derivational paradigm. The concept
Kumau continues to be actively
developed in  modern  Russian,
derivationally enriched with new
meanings and new forms of expression

of these meanings.
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