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EDUCATING THE VERBAL SEMANTICS IN THE CONTEXT OF

ACTANTIAL DISTRIBUTION

Abstract: This study is based on the
theory of methods of verbal action
(MVA), presented in the works by O.M.
Sokolov. Prefixed Russian verbs are
considered as part of a functional
approach to language analysis. The
authors prove that the verb prefixes in
the Russian language should be
considered as separate linguistic
elements, which  provide the
characteristics of the subject or object

actant.

Keywords: verbal prefixes, methods of
verbal action, prefixal verbs, verbal-
centric theory, actantial distribution of

the semantics of the Russian verb.

1. Introduction
Phenomena of  polysemy,
antonymy, synonymy, paronymy, etc.

are typical for the vocabulary of any

Lazarev Sergey!
Semenova Natalia?

Cherdyntseva Olga®

language. These processes are often
based on the presence of certain specific
morphemes in the word, and the various
implicit values contained in the word are
also determined by the semantics of
morphemes, which, like the word in
general, can show the properties of
ambiguity, synonymy, etc. This
circumstance is predetermined by the
multicomponent semantic structure of
the morpheme itself, as well as by the
morpheme’s ability to perform various
functions. Since the semantics of the
verb is distinguished by its special
capacity and complexity, its study is of
particular interest at any level. At the
same time, the study of the verb is more
important at the level of both the integral
unit and affixes, the meanings of which
are superimposed on the values of root
morphemes and lead to profound
changes in the semantics of the verb.
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From this perspective, prefixes are
especially  important, since they
emphasize the polysemy of the verb.
Therefore, it is not surprising that
prefixes have been the object of close

study by many scientists for a long time.

2. A functional approach to the study
of morphology

The semantic structure of the
word is multicomponent and its
formation is determined by the
interaction of various morphemes being
a part of its composition. In this regard,
the importance of the functional
approach to the study of morphology,
which differs favorably from traditional
views in that it allows considering
morphological categories in motion,
while descriptive morphology focuses
on the study of paradigms with a
distinctive

grammatical ~ character,

increases greatly.

3. Discussion

Previously, the verbal prefixes
were studied in various aspects. To date,
the lexical meanings of both whole
prefix groups and the meaning of
individual ~ prefixes have  been

comprehensively described, the
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relationship between verb semantics and

the compatibility of prefixes, the
influence  of  various  aspectual
characteristics on it, for example,
transitivity/non-transitivity, etc. have
been studied. These and other directions
are presented in the works by
B.N. Golovin [5], N.B. Lebedeva [7] et
al. They particularly focused on the
problem of classification of prefixal
verbs in relation to the method of verbal
action. The discussion resulted in two
views on the solution to the problem:
semantic and morphological-semantic.
One of the first semantic approaches to
the problem of methods of verbal action
(MVA) was proposed by lu.S. Maslov
[8]. The basis of the theory of Iu.S.
Maslov is the ratio of verbs to the
“telicity" and “atelicity” of the action.
Moreover, any verbs, both telic and
atelic, refer to some mode of action. The
category of verbs, denoting a particular
way of a verb action, includes not only
morpheme-characterized verbs but also
another that manifest themselves under
special conditions. Further development
of this direction, according to Iu.S.
Maslov, should be oriented to a more in-
depth study of the MVA, the selection
and study of new variants [8]. Such
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scientists as  A.V.Bondarko [4],
M.A. Sheliakin [10], and some others
chose this path in their works. Based on
the ideas of lu.S. Maslov,
M.A. Sheliakin examines in detail the
role of prefix and prefix-suffix
formations in the expression of a
particular MVA. M.A. Sheliakin totally
shares the idea of Iu.S. Maslov that the
concept of MVA covers all the verb
vocabulary without exception. The
author pays special attention to the
lexical-semantic category of telicity and
atelicity that forms the foundation of the
MVA. Thus, all verbs are divided into
two large classes: telic and atelic verbs.
M.A. Sheliakin [10], in this case, makes
a point of the special role of prefixes in
the formation of both telic and atelic
verbs. For example, considering the
formation of new verbs with the help of
lexical prefixes, he distinguishes 2
groups: 1) telic verbs, formed from atelic
verbs, when there is a semantic
transformation of the verb under the
influence of the prefix; 2) verbs formed
from telic initial verbs and expressing the
direction of action on the final result or
goal, which differ from the final result or

goal of the actions of the active verbs.
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M.A. Sheliakin emphasizes

further that, although all telic verbs are
associated with the achievement of a
result, nevertheless the expressed
effectiveness has qualitatively different
shades, which makes it possible to
combine the verbs into different groups
based on the variety of such shades.
Thus, all prefixes are classified based on
their role in the expression of a particular
mode of action. Each basic mode of
action contains a greater number of
different variants, which in turn can
break up into smaller ones. Since the
enumeration of all the methods of action
would take too much space, we can
provide just a few examples. For
example, the effective mode of action
has two options: of the general result,
and both of them are not final but contain
additional special cases. Thus, variants
of the generally effective MVA are
resultative-non-processual verbs with
the prefix «ox»-, «oby— «noy—, «svi!»—,
«nooy»—, «say— and some others, for
example, onomnumoecs, obpasosamo,
opobemb, ocupomemy,
NOCKOJIb3HYNbCA, 6bIBUXH) MDY,
3a61youmscs, 3adonxcams, etc. Further,

the author names the resultative-totive

verbs used with the prefixes «e»—, «6bi»—
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,  «npuyr—,  «nay—, for example,
BKIIOUAMb/GKIIOUUND,
BbIKIIOYANb/BbIKIIOYUND,
NpUX0OUmMv/nputimu,
Hackakusamv/Hackouums,  resultative-
process verbs that attach the prefixes
«pasy»—, ~ «e»—, «y»—, «nooy—, for
example, 6youms/ pazoyoumn,
BCNOMUHAMB/ECHOMHUMD,
000usamvCs/000uUMbCA,
ybearcoamu/ybeoums,
NnOOKapayueamv/nooKapayiums,
nooznsaovieams,/ noozusadems;
resultative-pantive  verbs with the
prefixes «noy—, «sa»— «ewvl», for
example, cmapemuv/nocmapemo,
BAHYMb/3A6AHYMb,  pACMU/BbIpACMU,
Kpacumus/noKpacumo,
benums/nobenums, terminative-local
verbs with the prefix «mo»—, for example,
mo0OexaTb OO0 JIOMa, JoexXaThb [0
Mockssr; and resultative-annihilating
verbs used with the prefixes «om»—,
«obe3n—, «dey—, «oucy—, for example,
3aKYNOPUMb-0MKYnopumy, — 3aKpblimb-
OMKpbLIMD, 0be30pyoHcumo,
0e30p2aHu306ams,
ouckeanuguyuposams. 1t seems that
these examples indicate that the
teachings by Iu.S. Maslov, and in

particular, A.V. Bondarko, M.A.

655
Sheliakin, significantly developed the

concept of the MVA.

The second direction can be
characterized as morphological-
semantic. Proponents of this approach do
not consider the MVA as a semantic
phenomenon and relate negatively to the
idea that it covers the entire verb
vocabulary. This direction is associated
with the names of A.A. Shakhmatov,
V.V. Vinogradov, P.S. Kuznetsov, N.S.
Avilova and other researchers.

According to one of the most
consistent  representatives of  this
direction - N.S. Avilova, the most
corresponding point of view to the
linguistic reality is that in accordance
with which “methods of action are
necessarily expressed by external formal
features that modify the meaning of a
simple verb. When it comes to MVA, we
are talking about the way the meaning of
the action, called the primary prefixless
verb, is displaced, shifted, modified.
This modification of the action, called
the prefixless verb, occurs with the help
of a certain formant or formants” [3, p.
264]. N.S. Avilova believes that all types
of MVA can be combined into more
groups, each of which has its own

distinctive features. The author notes that



Periddico do Ndcleo de Estudos e Pesquisas sobre Género e Direito

|~ erG Centro de Ciéncias Juridicas - Universidade Federal da Paraiba
S S V. 9 - N° 03 - Ano 2020 — Special Edition
k4 Direite

ISSN | 2179-7137 | http://periodicos.ufpb.br/ojs2/index.php/ged/index

they may differ from each other in the
following main parameters:

1) clarification of the nature of the
course of action in time;
2) quantitative and  temporal
characteristic of the action;

3) clarification of the nature of the
result achieved by the action.

All these meanings, as the
author emphasizes, are necessarily
expressed formally, by attaching one or
another affix to the verb. Based on these
criteria, we can say that the first group of
the MVA covers temporary methods of
action. The author identifies such
options: substantive, restrictive, long-
restrictive, and finite. The first is
followed by the second group, which
covers quantitative-temporal MVA. The
group contains two subgroups: in the
first, action is specified from the point of
view of its momentary or multiple
commission, and the second subgroup
presents the verbs expressing the action
as unlimitedly long, multiply repeated.

Here the author identifies
numerous variants: multiple,
intermittently soft, long-soft, long-
distributive, etc.

The third group contains

specially resultative methods of action,
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which include all verbs expressing

special nuances of effectiveness. Here
are, in turn, such variants as terminative,
integrated, intensely resultative, etc.

O.M. Sokolov assumes a very
special position on the problems of
MVA, telicity, and atelicity of the verb
action, and other related issues.
According to O.M. Sokolov, an
important disadvantage of the existing
classifications of Russian verbal prefixes
is that they do not fully consider the
multicomponent nature of their structure
and, primarily, the interaction of phase
nature and telicity in the semantics of
prefixes [11].

If we confine ourselves to the
statement of the fact that the prefix in the
perfective verbs performs the function of
designating the implemented telicity, the
question remains about the nature of the
meaning of the limit. In many cases, this
value is attempted to be associated with
performance and thus determine the
invariant value of the perfective verb.
O.M. Sokolov notes that performance
does not cover all possible cases of
limiting, because there are inceptive,
restrictive, and other meanings that
cannot be fully identified with the

category of performance. The author
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believes that “with the existing ideas
about the semantic structure of the
Russian verb, the meaning of the
implemented (actual) telicity cannot be
interpreted otherwise than as limiting the
process on its tense axis either at its
beginning or at its end. Consequently,
these "boundaries of action are phased in
nature, since the result means, in
essence, the end of the action”. Since the
implemented limit is closely related to a
specific phase of the action, and the deep
nature of the limit has a phase character,
therefore, as O.M. Sokolov emphasizes,
“there is no such limit of a verbal action
that would be out-of-phase and timeless”
[12, p. 84-85].

The result which means the
achievement of an action by the subject,
or a change in the state of the object,
linked to the completeness of the action
in time, or a new qualitative state serves
as a trigger for a new process expressed
by a verb.

Varieties of phase limits are not
limited only to the designation of the
beginning and end of the action.
0O.M. Sokolov notes that a special type of
phase limit should include telicity, i.e.
such a phase that limits the action in

time, not leading to exhaustion. The
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special type of limits also includes those

cases where both phases, initial and final,
coalesce, eliminating any idea of the
length of the gap between the niches. To
determine the phase limit of a particular
verb and prefix, we should compare the
correlating  perfective  and  the
imperfective  verbs, since  the
systematization of the MVA and the
function of the prefixes, in this case, is
based on the ratio of the long process
(imperfective verb) to its phase boundary
(perfective verb). As a result, we can
establish  several types of such
relationships:

1) inceptive-process,
expressing the relation of the beginning
of the action to its process. In this case,
the perfective verb indicates the initial
phase of the process, and the
imperfective verb indicates the process
itself. If the verb has a prefix, in this case,
the prefix itself serves as an indicator of
the initial phase. This type of
relationship is realized with the help of
the prefixes «za»-, «no»-, «paz»-
(3aepoxomama - 2poxomams,
Pa36ojIHo6ambCsl — 60JIHOBAMBCA,
noexamo — exams).

2) process-effective, expressing

the relation of the process to the result. In
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this case, the perfective verb expresses
the final phase of the process, while the
imperfective verb denotes the process
itself. The prefix in the prefixed
perfective verbs indicates the final phase
of the action (kypums-doxypumo,
moJjicmems-nomaoJicmemns, pa6omamz;-
Hapabomamy).

3) process-telic, reflecting the
relationship between the process and its
time limit, while the action is not
completed. In this case, the prefix
expresses a non-durable phase, which
means repetitive actions (xodumuo-
cxooums myoa u o0b6pamuo, cuoemo-
nocuoemsy).

4) single-serial, expressing the
ratio of a single instantaneous action to a
repeating action. The perfective verb of
the form in a situation denotes a single
instant action, and the imperfective verb
denotes a repetitive action (moaxamo-
MOJIKHYMb, Oepeamb-0epHyms) [11].

Based on the fact that the
semantic constant in perfective verbs is a
phase seme, these relations can be used
as the basis for the semantic
classification of the MVA, taking into
account both the multicomponent
semantic structure of the verbal word and

the semantic variation of the verbal
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affixes. At the same time, along with the

phase meanings, the semantics of the
verb may contain additional quantitative,
qualitative, and spatial meanings, and the
multicomponent semantics and
functionality of the prefix is that the
prefix has a phase constant, which in
some cases coincides with the lexical
meaning of the prefix, and has additional
lexical meanings: resultative
(simultaneously with the phase function
of finality), quantitative and
quantitatively effective, also capable of
performing the function of the indicator
of the final phase, which at the same time
can indicate the entry of the subject in a
new qualitative state.

Subject to the ability of prefixes
to combine different values and perform
different functions, O.M. Sokolov offers
his own classification scheme for the
prefix semantics.

1. Prefixes  whose lexical
meanings correspond to phase functions:
noexams, NOMAHYMbCA, 3AKPUUAMD,
60320[7()141’)’[!)0}1, omciyaHcumso,
ombapabarnums, ommonyamscsi etc.

2. Prefixes  with  effective
values, whose meaning of the result is
associated with the meaning of

completeness (npoodorbums, coename,
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nepenuiums, CO3pemv, Ppacceoniams,
etc.). This also includes varieties, when
the meaning of the result is complicated
by other lexical meanings (quantitative,
local, etc.). For example: uccmeeams,
saxjiecmanis, 3amopmouunis,
npuexamo, 3abedicams, nepeoums u m.n.

3. Prefixes with independent
resultative meanings (the meaning of the
result can be combined with the
quantitative ~ and  local  semes),
performing the function of the initial
phase indicator. a) generally resultative
meanings: Hadymocsi Ha Ko20-1ubo,
HACYnumusc, 6CKUnems,
scmpesodcumocs, 630ynmosamuvcs, b)
local meanings: npomeusr (0 xpwiuse),
sviexamsv (6 uac ows), C) intensive
meanings: packyoaxmamucsi,
pa36ym66amb0}z, pasmeumanmsCi m.n.,
YCmMosAms, y0epicamuvcs, ycuoemsv Ha
Mecme, etc.

4. Prefixes  without  stable
lexical meanings (usually referred to as
“purely aspectual"): a) with the meaning
and function of the effective completion
of the process (coerams, cmacmepumeo,
nompaunems, €tc.); b) with the meaning
and function of one-act: coecams 6
cghomoepaghuposams,

Maca3uH,

CKocums 2i1as, CmMopo3ums <2jiynocniv,
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noutegeiums 0OpoGvIO, NOAHCAMb PYKY,
nompe606amb omeema, etc.; C)
functionally dependent prefixes can
serve as indicators of the initial phase of
the  verb-expressed process. For
example: cmpsarare (mpsATaTh B3I,
(ka33atbcs),

yIbIOKY), — IIOKa3arhes

3allOMHUTH (Ha BCIO JKU3HbB), Y3HATh
(noBoctn) etc. [11], [12].

Such an approach to the
classification of prefixes makes it
possible, when studying the semantics of
Russian verbs, to take into account an
aggregate of signs united by a one-time
invariant, rather than one sign only.
However, these observations are
important not only for the analysis of the
problems of the MVA and the
systematization of verbal prefixes but
also relate to the verbal centric theory
and the problem of the actual distribution
of the semantics of the Russian verb. In
terms of the verbal centric theory, the
components of the verb semantics
determine the case functions of the
actants, the deep cases. Analyzing the
question of how to determine the true
meaning of a verbal suffix,
O.M. Sokolov [12] emphasizes that a
typical feature of the verbal suffixes is

their seminal diversity,
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polyfunctionality,  syncretism.  Like
prefixes, suffixes are capable of
combining various meanings that reflect
the main categorical features of a word
as parts of speech. To find out the
independent meaning of a verbal suffix,
we should compare it with verbs that
have other suffixes, with the identity of
motivators. For example, when
comparing the semantics of a motivating
name and a verb motivator, we can find
out that the verbal suffix conveys the
meaning of duration and procedurality.
However, this observation does not help
to properly understand the difference
between suffixes - -«auua»- and -«e»-.
This question still stays unclarified even
when comparing different-root verbs
with these suffixes. Therefore, the only
correct way to establish the eigenvalue of
the suffix should be a comparison of
verbs identical in the composition of
motivators but different in their suffixes.
If the presence of various suffixes in a
word gives rise to regular semantic
differences, then the differential
semantic features appear to refer to the
corresponding  suffixes. The used
method of matching single-root verbs
with different suffixes allows detecting

two types of relations between verbs:
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synonymous.

paronymic and
O.M. Sokolov [11] considers each of
these types but especially pays attention
to the paronymic type of relations. This
is explained by the fact that, if the
fundamentals are identical, then
semantic differences between verbs can
be caused by semantic differences in
suffixes. Verbs come to paronymic
relations most regularly, contrasting by
suffixes -«e»-l -«ur»-, -«osar- (-
«cmeosan-)l-«en-,  -«cmeosay-I-«u»-.
For  example:  xmenemv-xmenrumo,
secenemo-gecenums,  Oeiemv-oeaums,
UepHemb-4epHUunb, Kpueembvb-Kpueumso,
MyOpcmeosamob-myopems,

ymcmeosanib-ymMHems, NbAHCME068ANb-
nbsHEmb, 3100CMB06aAMb-3100UMb,
600pcmeosamv-600pumo.

One should always remember
that when paronymic relations arise,
semantic differences in verbs can be
dictated not only by suffixes, but also by
factors such as alternation in roots and
some others. Comparing correlative
pairs of verbs, O.M. Sokolov [11]
concludes that the actual semantic
features of the "primary" verbal suffixes
are the meanings of activity-passivity,
causativeness-non-causativeness,

telicity-atelicity. At the same time,
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opposition in the line of activity-
passivity, causativeness-non-
causativeness is clearly observed when
comparing the verbs ending in —ems»
(passivity) and —ums (activity). For
example.: geceremsv  (passivity) —
secenums (activity), Tpy0eTs (passivity)
— epyoums (activity). Difference on
grounds of telicity is clearly observed
when comparing the verbs ending in —
ems (passivity) and —ums (activity). for
example:  seceremv  (passivity) —
seceaums (activity), epybems (passivity)
— epybums (activity). Differences on the
basis of telicity-atelicity are observed
when comparing verbs ending in —
«ctBOBay- and -«etb»-. For example:
nesncmeosams  (atelic) —  nvsanems
(telic), etc. Analysis of verbs that enter
into synonymous relations significantly
complements the previous observations.
Such relations are found in the verbs,
opposed by the suffixes -«ux»-/-«nuuar-,
-«osan-I-

-«cmeosan-I-«uposar-,

«uposay-, -«un-I-«ay-, -«en-I-«a»-. For

example: bezobpazume —
be306pazHuyuamo, OKOHOMUMb -
OKOHOMHUYAMD, nPOKA3UmMb —
NPOKAZHUYAMD, Manapume -

MAJIpHU4Yams, cocmums — 20Cmesdanib,

yapume — Yapcmeoeamv, MyOpums —
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Myopcmeosamy, Napasumcmeosams —

napasumupoeams, — YeMeHmosams — —
YeMeHmuposams, J1OMUMb — JIOMAMb,
POOUMb — POAHCAMb, MECUMb — MEULamb,
X0100emb — X0100amby, Xy0emb-Xyoamb,

suoemov- sudamn, etc.

4. Conclusion

Despite the suffix differences, a
common feature that unites all
synonymous verbs is that they all signify
active actions that characterize the
behavior of a person or object.
Synonymous oppositions are made with
the help of telic and atelic verbs.
However, with an identical morphemic
composition of opposing parts, differing
from each other only by suffixes,
synonymy relations can arise only if
common signs of suffixing morphemes
are signs of activity-passivity, telicity, or
atelicity.

Careful examination of
paronymic and synonymous pairs of
verbs makes it possible to conclude that
there are suffixes in the language that can
fix such features of the verb process as

activity or passivity.
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