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ABSTRACT

A study of the behavioural ecology of Alouatta fusca Ihering, 1914 was carried out between April
1983 and May 1984 in a 570 ha tract of Atlantic Forest located in the east of the State of Minas Gerais. In a
census carried out in 110 ha, 129 individuals were recorded in 19 bisexual groups, population density was
estimated as being 1.17 individuals per hectare, with an average group size of 6.79 individuals. The daily
activity patterns and ranging behaviour of an average-sized group were recorded throughout the year using
scan sampling. On average, the group spent the same amount of time resting each day during both wet and
dry seasons, although the animals devoted rele.tively more time to feeding, and less to travelling, during the
dry season. This pattern appears to be a result of the lack of nutrient-rich foods, such as fruits, during the dry
season, which indicates that the animals were following an energy-saving strategy. While leaves constituted
the largest part of the group's diet during both seasons, the animals were not only more folivorous during the
dry season, but spent more time feeding on mature leaves than they did in the wet season. Fruit constituted the
second largest component of the group's diet, although their consumption during the dry season was again
low. The relative lack of fruit and new leaves in the diet during the dry season appears to have been the result
of their scarcity at this time of the year. The study group used a home range of 7.94 ha during the course of the
year. The group's home range and average day range were smaller during the dry season than during the wet
season, a pattern which appears to reflect seasonal differences in the abundance and distribution of
resources. The group composition was relatively stable over the course of the study. The intrusion of a strange
adult male, which greatly disturbed the resident animals, was observed. Besides this, interactions between
group members were normally affiliative, with immature individuals generally engaging in play behaviours and
adults in allo-grooming. The most frequent interactions between groups were the aggressive howling
choruses which appear to play an important role in territorial defence.

INTRODUCAO

Alouatta fusca Iheririg, 1914 habita a Floresta Atlantica do Brasil distribuindo-se pe-
los Estados costeiros da Bahia ao Rio Grande do Sul e na parte oriental de Minas Gerais
(IHERING, 1914; SUVA, 1981; COIMBRA-FILHO, 1982). IHERING (1914) e KINZEY
(1982) reconhecem duas subesp6cies: A. f. fusca e A. f. clamitans. A primeira ocorre na
Bahia, Espirito Santo e regioes adjacentes de Minas Gerais ao norte do Rio Doce; a se-
gunda, do sul do Espirito Santo e sudeste de Minas Gerais ao nordeste do Rio Grande do
Sul. MITTERMEIER et al. (1982) nao estao convencidos da validade destas subesp6cies, j£
que as caracteristicas em que elas estao baseadas parecem variar dentro das populates.

Desde o trabalho cl5ssico de CARPENTER (1934), o genera Alouatta tern sido in-
tensivamente estudado do ponto de vista da ecologia e do comportamento, mas esses es-
tudos enfocaram principalmente A. palliata nas florestas da America Central e A. seni-
culus nos lhanos da Venezuela.

Foramfeitos alguns trabalhos de campo com A.fusca na FlorestaAtlSnticados Estados
de Sao Paulo (CARVALHO, 1975; KUHLMANN, 1975; SILVA, 1981;TORRES, 1983), Rio
Grande do Sul (CHITOLINA e SANDER, 1981) e Minas Gerais (YOUNG, 1983). Os traba¬
lhos de CARVALHO (1975), KUHLMANN (1975) e CHITOLINA e SANDER (1981) consta-
ram principalmente de coleta e an£lise de fezes para identificagao dos alimentos desses
animais. O segundo autor identificou restos de 76 esp6cies e os dois ultimos identificaram
reslos de 36 esp6cies vegetais nas fezes de A. fusca, mas o rn6todo usado por eles nao
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